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Summary

The economic significance of Frankfurt’s congress and conference industry has been increasing for many 

years. The statistical figures for 2016 substantiate this continued growth, particularly in regard to total 

number of events, the number of stays generated by these events, and overall turnover. It’s hardly surprising, 

then, that Frankfurt’s event industry as a whole expects 2017 to be another good year. 

Total number of events

With 73,979 business events held in Frankfurt in 2016, the congress 
and conference industry achieved a stable and satisfactory result of 
modest growth (+ 1.1 %). On average, some 200 business meetings 
of various sizes took place in Frankfurt every day. Smaller conferences 
with a maximum of 50 participants continued to represent the largest 
category (approx. 80 %). A total of 58,276 events of this segment took 
place in Frankfurt in 2016. A notable increase was recorded in the cate- 
gory of congresses and conferences with 300 to 500 participants. Some 
1,435 events of this type were held in Frankfurt in 2016 (+ 25.3 %). 

Large-scale events

A total of 275 large-scale events (more than 1,000 participants) took 
place in Frankfurt in 2016, a very satisfactory result.

Compared to the year prior (267 large-scale congresses), the number 
of events of this category increased by 3.0 %.

Total number of participants

With an overall total of 4,522,737 participants having taken part in 
business events in 2016, Frankfurt recorded an increase of 2.2 % 
in comparison to 2015. On average, some 12,400 persons were in 
Frankfurt every day for a business meeting, congress or conference.

Frankfurt’s central location, excellent hotel infrastructure and many 
unique event venues are three key reasons why event organisers 
choose the metropolis on the River Main as their preferred congress 
and conference destination.

1,000+ participants

2015 = 267
2016 = 275

Participants

2015 = 4,424,728
2016 = 4,522,737

Total no. of conferences

2015 = 73,163
2016 = 73,979
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Overnight stays generated by business events

The 73,979 congresses and conferences held in Frankfurt in 2016 resulted 
in a total of 1,799,975 overnight stays. Thanks to the 2.3 % increase 
in multiple-day events, 2016 overnight figures increased by 63,587 
(+ 3.5 %) compared to 2015. The congress and conference industry is 
thus responsible for approximately 20 % of all overnight stays in Frankfurt 
(totalling 8,806,738 in 2016).
Thanks to its excellent infrastructure and public transport network, the 
Frankfurt Rhine-Main region was also able to benefit from the positive 
development of the local congress and conference industry, recording 
very good sales figures in their respective areas.

Total turnover generated by business events

With E 815.7 million in turnover generated in 2016, Frankfurt’s congress 
and conference industry has once again set a new record. Compared 
to 2015, turnover increased by E 32.4 million, a rise of 4.1 %. Guests 
spent an average of E 180.00 a day during their stays in Frankfurt. 

Countries of origin of event organisers

Some 20 % of conference organisers come from foreign destinations. 
Great Britain remains on top of the list, followed by Switzerland and the 
USA. China, meanwhile, continues to be an important future market.

Prognosis

For 2017, 34.8 % of companies surveyed expect further improvement of 
business development, while 56.8 % expect the market to remain stable. 
Only 8.4 % of the establishments surveyed expect negative business 
development. All in all, Frankfurt’s congress and conference industry is 
expecting the future to be bright.

Overnight stays

2015 = 1,736,388
2016 = 1,799,975

Total turnover in mil. of €

2015 = 783.2
2016 = 815.7

 1.  Great Britain
 2.  Switzerland
 3.  USA
 4.  Netherlands
 5.  Austria
 6.  France
 7.  China
 8.  Italy
 9.  Spain
 10.  Japan

Establishments with 
positive expectations

35 %


